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13 apsTRACT

A review and critique of the international events literature is provided in
this paper in an effort to assess the state of theorizing by those who employ
international events data. Mt uiedahady the attempt is made here to establish
what are the basic underlying assuwptions accepted by those who collect event
interaction data. The conclusion of this review is that while the substantive
Interests of event data collectors seems developed well enough to characterize
this body of literature as comprising a field, the theoretical basis of the field
remains largely lacking. Thus, there is a clear need for more work in the area of
theorrtical explanations. Both the scholar and the policy-maker must recogrize
that international events are or should be siuply indicators of substantive concepts
bounded with theoretical fraueworks, indicators of their particular perspective
of nations and the behavior between nations. Some possible avenues to further
theoretical development are suggested.
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FIGURE 11 - A TWO-LEVEL SYSTEM WITH N INFIMAL CONTROL

SYSTEMS AND A SINGLE SUPRCMAL CONTROL SYSTEM

- -
“TakeN Frow MEsarovic, ET k., 1971, p, 86,
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DECISTON-MAKING HIERARCHY
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FIGURE T11 - FUNCTIONAL FULTILAYER DECISION HIFRARCHY
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“TAKEN FROM MESAROVIC, ET Al., 1971, p, 47




